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WELCOME! Chrismas gift 
subscriptions always bring in 
a throng of new readers, — thus 
many are getting their first 
glimpse of Between The Lines 
with this issue. This newsletter 
seeks to go behind the news and 
lay bare the significant trends 
that are shaping tomorrow’s 
events. We also specialize in 
those developments and facts 
that are suppressed because of 
their clash with popular or priv- 
ileged opinion. We do not play 
up such items because they are 
suppressed but because they will 
have influence on our lives. 

We also find that the Chris- 
tian view of human events and 
trends is often prophetic, for 
the Christian teaching goes to 
the core of human thought and 
purpose. Maintaining scores 
of contacts in the fields of busi- 
ness, finance, labor, diplomacy, 
military, race relations and 
kindred areas of interest, Be- 
tween The Lines presents com- 
pact, condensed reports from 
these important areas. We 
favor no political party above 
another; we believe that Chris- 
tian sharing is the life blood of 
“the American way”; that capi- 
talism cannot survive unless it 
awakens to higher spiritual re- 
sponsibilities. We believe that 
war is a preventable crime, that 
war is based on deception and 
violence, that truth and good 
will are the antidotes. As we 
now enter the ninth year of ser- 
vice through Between The Lines, 
we are heartened by literally 
thousands of letters from our 
readers who have hailed our 
record of achievement in fore- 
easting and analyzing impend- 
ing change. Because truth is 
not always popular, Between 
The must often swim 
arainst the tide. It is stout re- 
porting for the stouthearted. To 
our new readers we bid welcome, 
to all, a fruitful New Year. 
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X-Ray and Foreeast 


RENDS of importance which few see and many will not admit when 

the truth threatens their “status quo”: We are still living in a false 

prosperity based on government spending for armaments. Yes, everybody 

complains of government spending but blames “welfare” spending which 

is the smallest part of the government dollar. Few will face the fact that 

it is military spending and war cost (about 70 cents of each tax dollar — 
see BTL, Sept. 5, ’49) that has us up on dangerous stilts. 

Looking beyond the present business upswing: 

NOT ENOUGH DOLLARS are going into adequate housing, 
education, schools, health, better soil, conservation, better roads; far too 
much is being poured into non-productive armaments. 
omy is becoming seriously out of balance. 

LEADING ECONOMISTS are worried about this and are trying 
to warn leaders in business and politics; but business leaders are still 
absorbed in profit taking, while politicians point at Russia and say “But 
what else can we do?” 

POLITICIANS are privately wondering what to do if “peace 
breaks out”, — if Russia takes the pressure off. The public will then 
demand a let-up in the costly militarization of America, a cut in arma- 
ment spending. Practically all top-flight economists are convinced that 
when government spending is thus cut down, a slump will begin, — and 
are warning their big business clients to get braced. Government econo- 
mists agree but say that as and when large scale unemployment begins 
to appear, the only way out will be swift new economic controls. 

THE LARGE INDUSTRIES must be kept going, employment 
sustained, — income from taxes kept high. The great fact that stands 
in the shadowy background away from public gaze is that the American 
Government, regardless of party, does not dare allow a real depression to 
develop, for if incomes sag too much, tax income will slump. With the 
public debt above 250 billion, a sharp tax slump will absolutely wreck our 
financial structure. Therefore there must not be a serious slump in 
national income, wages or taxes. Thus the Government cannot pull back 
— must even reach deeper into big business controls, exert more influence 
on business decisions and trends. 

THAT’S OUR DILEMMA in a nut shell. If war threats con- 
tinue, the Government must dig deeper into business controls; “if peace 
breaks out”, even more so, government must stay in. The Government 
will also have to find new tax sources when and as incomes lessen. This 
will probably mean new and almost confiscatory inheritance taxes, great- 
er tax on investment income, — moves in themselves reformist and 
revolutionary. 

Everybody talks about the dangers of big government — statism, 
— but as long as we support the war philosophy and war system as our 
only one-track method of meeting international difficulties we’re going to 
have big government and still bigger government — with increased gov- 
ernment controls over business. There is just no other alternative. As 
long as we feed and milk the big government system so eagerly all our 
complaints mean nothing. 

All this is borne out in a challenging report by the noted Committee 
for Economic Developmen‘, a research group representing top flight pro- 
gressive industrial leaders who, although the public seldom hears of them, 
are often in conflict with other big business leaders on national policies. 
The CED has recently issued fact-filled protests against military philosophies 
and policies in government leading toward the increasing politico-military 
domination of American life. (It is encouraging to note that an important 
(continued on next page) 
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Klan Antidote 


The Ku Klux Klan is not the 
only southern network concerned 
with race riots and lynchings. An- 
other organization, the Southern 
Regional Council, with over 3,000 
members scattered throughout the 
South is actively engaged day and 
night in watching for the signs of 
situations that might lead to racial 
clashes, — then acting to head off 
such developments. Though the 
mere existence of such a network 
is a surprise to many Southerners, 
it is well known in academic and 
social circles through its confer- 
ences and activities on inter-racial 
cooperation. The Council consists 
of both Negro and white leaders — 
teachers, lawyers, doctors, Protes- 
tant ministers, business and pro- 
fessional people, both men and wo- 
men, — all native Southerners, so 
no charge of “outside interference” 
can be brought against their pro- 
gram. By the very nature of their 
task these people would be labeled 
liberals, and the old-time race- 
haters of the South often smear 
them as communistic because of 
their efforts to bring about peace- 
ful solutions to the problems of 
racial pressure. But the Council be- 
lieves that the South’s problems 
can only be solved by those within 
the region who understand it best. 

Many first heard of the work of 
the Southern Regional Council 
through a recent Associated Press 
story in which Dr. G. S. Mitchell, 
the Council’s leader and a former 
Rhodes scholar from Virginia, was 
quoted: “The main job is to 
get the South to see that prejudice 
and bitterness are in part shadows 
cast by poverty and inequality. We 


have not made a head-on attack 
on racial prejudice. We have 


worked with and through people 
who do not have prejudice to spread 
that example to as many communi- 
ties as possible.” Dr. Mitchell be- 
lieves that much of the racial ill- 
feeling is due to unjust economic 
conditions. “Thus we press for 
whatever will get the South proper 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 
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Guns and Children 


We Can Afford Arms: On Dee. 
2 it was learned that the first 
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X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


and growing number of business leaders are in agreement with such view- 
points as Between The Lines urges — in spite of the attacks against us 
from other quarters.) 

THE ONLY SOLUTION is to back up for a fresh start, 
ays of dealing 
that has seized our nation. Ther 
rattle 
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recognize 
other w with natious besides the all-out hell-bent militarism 
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Between The Lines 
the past. Another 
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With communism than the of tanks and guns. 


has pointed out lings in and 


still greater 


many hew 


along this line has now 
ACKGROUND OF BIG NEWS: The 


movement was built around the 


opportunity 


entire Marxist-Communist 


concept of giving the “workers of 


the world” a plan and program whereby they might to quote the 
Communists free themselves from the “slavery and mass exploitation 


ters.” Sinee the first great organizational mect- 
When the 
agricultural Russia and 
Bolshe viks set out 
international base of communism and the first 
Out of the “Mother Soviet” 
spreading communism into the 


of their capitalistie ma 
Loudon, 1864, 
movement paradoxically swung 
away from industrial Western Europe, 
Russia the 
revolutionary 
tide, 


communism ha theme. 


ing in 
into retarded, 
the Russian 
“work- 
the 
surrounding capital- 


to make 


ers’ state.” flow 


Was to 
revolutionary 


istie world and establishing independent workers’ Soviet republies, linked 
through the Communist international with the great mother of the 
Soviets — Russia. 

NO GREATER NEWS, efore, ean be announced than that 


a world-wide labor organization, the International Confederation of Free 
Trade Unions, has just been set up in London upon a basis of uncompro- 
mising opposition to the Communist world program. 


This new world federation of free labor, drawing from the prinei- 


pal labor 
for over 


organizations of mmunistie world, will speak 
rds, the that 


work through have drawn them- 


the entire non- 


50 million workers. In other we forces 
‘ks to work through ai 


very com- 


INUNISM se¢ id must 
selves together into what is to be a militant organization of the workers of 
the free world to combai, oppose and undermine the spreading Soviet sys- 
tem, just as the Communis's have an to undermine the free economies. 
Th demoeratie West, 
but India, Free 
organized free labor 
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s new world labor body has drawn not only from the 


from wherever there are ia labor forees — Japan, 
Hence 


throughout all the areas of the 
is seeking to e xp rand. 


China, Africa and the corners of the earth. 
will be spread in an active network 


where communism 


This great new non-Communist “international” ineludes the 
Roman Catholic trade unions of Italy and Franee which have lately 
been organized under Vatican sponsorshi p. When the London conven- 


tion resolved to denounee Franco Spain in its rejection of all totalitarian- 


ism, either of right or left, a delicate situati mm arose in view of the Vati- 
can’s admitted attachment Franeo’s tyranny. But Rome, long holding 


, did not 


and significant 


itself to be the chief bulwark against communism dare allow its 


labor groups to be left out of such a powerful labor move- 
holie trade unions had to go along, stopping up their 
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e bovs held their 
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THE INCREDIBL E 


ears when Franco w: muineed just as the rest of tl 
was defended. 
ASPECT is that, while press reports made 
passing mention of the London Conference, those voices in the 
American press and radio, which have been screaming so steadily about 
the threat of communism and whooping it up for action against Russia, have 
either spoken in slighting and belittling terms or have remained strangely 
silent over this, the most important strategic organization of power 
against communism that has come in our century. 


epochal 


Actually both the slights and the 


hard core of 


silence indicate that the forces 
American wealth are apparently not inter- 
ested in anything that will successfully oppose communism except as 
such opposition comes out of and enhances the power and position of 
wealth. And what a betrayal that is of the true meaning of wealth in terms 
of Christian stewardship! 


speaking for the 


War is apparently preferable, for modern war 
(while involving certain well measured risks) has also shown a distinct 
trend to draw wealth and productive power away from the people and con- 
centrate the profits and power in the hands of the industrial and financial 
giants. ( BTL. Dee. 5). rious Indietment, but if the country’s 
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(continued on next page) 


top business 
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The Moving Spotlight 

Argentine Underground: De- 
spite the vigilance of Peron police, 
there isa constant stream of little 
newspapers and newsletters circu- 
lating throughout Argentina, many 
turning up in the mail boxes of 
One of 


Peronists. 


these papers, 

“Tree po ged reports boldly 
- and with facts — on the irre- 
sponsibility ‘al the President and 
runs documented news stories on 
the cruelties, suppression of news, 
oppression and — concentration 
camps. Even the progress the 


Peron government has achieved 


some fields does not justify the 
methods of dictatorship, oppres- 
sion, limitation of freedom. For 


the tradition of 
in Arg 


iadleniichas 


freedom is strong 
after 
130 vears 
the country was libertarian and in- 
ternationalist, 


entina, — winning 


some ago, 
and immigrants 
received warmly in 
Argentina but they 


were not only 
were welcomed 


as citizens of the Hemisphere, and 
even today the appeal of the under- 
ground is to “Citizens of the 


Americas! 

Opportunity in China: Sher- 
wood Yang has been speaking in 
this country on his work as leader 
North 
struction 


rural 
the Christian 
churehes, which has continued even 
under the 


China recon- 


work ot 


Chinese Communist re- 


eime. As a Christian worker 


eon- 
stantly deep in the interior of his 
native land, he found that the 


and churches 


have generally been permitted to 


Christian schools 


function without interference. 
When the Communists investigated 
this work, said, 


You are doing more for the com- 


in. most cases they 
mon people than we can do, so go 
right ahead.” Then Mr. Yang 
adds, “The Communist leaders are 

en sending their daughters to our 
in such numbers that 
find room for all of 


schools, and 
we cannot 
them.” 

In a recent issue we spoke of the 
Christian missionary movement ns 


Asia’s 


Here is evidence of what 


being the heart and core of 
new era. 

we mean, for what greater oppor- 
tunity could we ask in combating 
the philosophy of communism than 
to be teaching the youth of China’s 
next generation,—the Communists’ 
children! 

Mixed marriages between Cath- 
olies and Protestants almost 
three times as likely to end in di- 
separation, as non-mix- 
aceording to a recent 
Judson T. 
Michigan State College. 
that 14.1 eent of 
marriages go on 


own 
are 


voree or 
ed marriages, 
survey by sociologist 
Landis of 
He reveals 


such 


per 
mixed the 
rocks, compared to 5 per cent of 
non-mixed Also, Dr. 
Landis reported (in the American 
Sociological Review for July) that 
three many mixed mar- 
Tiages break up when the mother 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 


marriages. 


times as 


The Moving Spotlight 
(continued) 

is Protestant and the father Cath- 
olic, as when the mother is Cath- 
olic and the father Protestant 
(20.6 per cent compared to 6.7 per 
cent). Dr. Landis explained that 
the mother is usually most deter- 
mined in maintaining religion in 
the home; thus when the mother 
is a Catholic that faith keeps a 
tighter grip on the family than the 
father’s Protestantism since he 
is less concerned or insistent upon 
spiritual decisions of the home. 
But when the mother is a believing 
Protestant, she will often regret 
having signed away the rights of 
her unborn children before mar- 
riage and is very likely to insist 
upon bringing them up Protestant, 
which conflict with the 
Catholic father who is aided and 
supported by his priest. 


causes 


Revelation: In the Congres- 
sional Record of July 12th appears 
a revealing statement on the way 
our own officials have maintained 
the cold war and have played upon 
tensions to whip up public support 
of enormous arms expenditures. 
The Record quoted Sen. Dulles: 
“At Paris last month there was 
some discussion as to whether to 
accept at all the Soviet proffered 
truce and to resume, even on a 
tentative basis, Four Power con- 
sultations. The reason was that 
some feared any relaxation of East- 
West tension would bring a corres- 
ponding relaxation on the part of 
the American people, and there- 
fore they needed to be kept arti- 
ficially alarmed.” Thus a state- 
ment reached the floor of the 
American Senate by one of our 
own responsible leaders, that ad- 
missions had been made during in- 
ternational conferences that the 
American people were being arti- 
ficially alarmed. The tensions 
were being kept up to continue the 
psychology of war, fear and hatred. 

Food Conference: While the 
headlines play up the cold war and 


atom bomb scares, something 
equally significant received _ lit- 


tle attention in news dispatches. 
In Geneva, Switzerland, nutrition 
experts from all over the world met 
recently with the UN Joint Expert 
Committees on World Health, 
Food and Agriculture. Although 
a small meeting, this group 
quietly tackled the problem of 
malnutrition and disease which 
historians hold to be the chief 
causes of world tensions and con- 
flicts. A leading figure at this 
conference was Lord Boyd Orr, 
noted authority on food and Nobel 
prize winner of 1949. The far- 
reaching new program introduced 
at Geneva will quickly be felt 
wherever UN authority extends. 
Millions of acres and millions of 
people will soon be benefited by 
their recommendations. 
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The war made it rougher and steeper for some 
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That few have desired till everything fails. 
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X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


nist threat that they have become blind to the fact that in reality the huge 
arm-for-war-with-Russia program does not even come to grips with commu- 
nism... Communism is not being spread by the advancing Russian armies, 
— but by the advancing infiltration of revolutionary ideas where men 
are hungry and desperate. And the Atlantic Defense Pact with its re- 
arming of the reluctant, impoverished war-ridden people of Western 
Europe is in the end only going to add to this hunger and desperation — 
at an untold cost to the American taxpayer. 


Thus such counter moves against communism, as this tremendous 
anti-Communist world-wide labor movement, stands high above the arms 
program in effectiveness, realism and hope. It will not have the lure of 
profits in steel, textiles, planes and ships, — nor the medals and promo- 
tion for military careers that give the armament program such momen- 
tum. But the new anti-Communist labor movement can, if given rea- 
sonable support, stab communism in fatal spots. We urge our readers to 
watch this most crucial and revealing point of development during the 
coming months. 


E ON GUARD against interpretations that the defeats of the Labor 

or Socialist Governments in Australia and New Zealand were a sign 
that we have “turned the corner away from socialism,” and that conserva- 
tism is coming back. This is the same kind of self-deception that betrayed 
the Republican Party in the last presidential election after the Republican 
congressional victories in 1946. The significant thing to remember is that 
the conservatives who displaced the Socialists in the “down-under” elec- 
tions were not the old Churchillian-type Tories nor the stand-pat, give- 
up-nothing old guard Republican type in America that hasn’t had a new 
idea or been able to get anywhere in 20 years. The down-under elections 
were won by a new, progressive-conservative or middle-ground party that 
was elected on the platform of retaining the social and economic reforms 
that the Socialists had brought in, but administering the new order with less 
bureaucracy, more efficiency and with every effort to recover and retain 
all free-initiative possible while holding the social gains. 


Liberal reform leadership in its very idealism is often lacking in 
tough-minded administrative ability; the idea men are often idealists 
(continued on next page) 


Counter-Attack 


Government anti-trust action 
against several of the large monop- 
olies, reported in our recent issues, 
has caused several business 
groups to counter attack with full- 
page ads in many 
These ads the advantages 
which large business groups offer 
the little through 
franchises and distributors’ rights, 
— and boost the free enterprise sys- 
tem which makes it possible 


hewspapers. 
cite 


businessmen 


for 
the 
turn become large 
While the stvle and 
variety of these ads vary greatly. 
the theme is the same and should 
have a wholesome 
American 


little businessmen to begin at 
bottom and in 


businessmen. 


influence oon 
thinking. They may 
even convince their sponsors that 
free enterprise should really be for 
the little fellow at the bo’tom :s 
well as for the large corporation at 
the top. Too the great 
corporations have been earrying on 
their enterprises with the philoso- 
phy that free enterprise begins at 
$10,000 a vear. , 


The American Medical Assn. 


is soon to launeh an 


many of 


advertising 
campaign in over 12,000 daily and 
weekly papers throughout the coun- 
try, — with the frank purpose of 
smearing al] health insurance plans 
that go beyond the very limited 
health coverage that the AMA is 
willing to endorse. Clem Whita- 
ker, the $100,000 a year press agent 
hired to carry out the doctors’ pub- 
licity program, recently conceded 
that the AMA expects to be eriti- 
cized for using this technique on 
the grounds that they are trvine to 
bribe the support the 
AMA viewpoint on health reform. 


press to 


Naturally when these millions of 
advertising dollars have been spent 
with the publishers, they will be 
followed by “boiler plate” editorials 
sent out by the Whitaker publicity 
machine with the expectation that 
the editors will this 
ganda. 

That was brought out in 
the open when the Minnesota Medi 
eal Assn. sought the support of the 


rut propa 


issue 


state newspaper publishers in the 
battle against Federal health in- 
the publishers frankly in- 
formed the physicians that doctors 
had little claim for space in the 
press, since doctors had never be- 
lieved in using the press for adver- 
tising. The Minnesota Medical Assn. 
promptly dropped the historical 
“ethical code” against advertising 
by physicians and passed a resolu- 
tion declaring that “‘a criticism fre- 
quently heard from the press is that 
the medical profession expects the 
press to maintain the entire burden 
of indirect publicity from the doctor 
to the public, without any remuner- 
ation.” 


surance 


So the new resolution per- 
mitted the doctors to remunerate 
the press. The millions to be spent 
(continued on NEXT page) 





Counter-Attack 


(continued) 


in the next few months in the 
12,000 dailies and weeklies will 
doubtless further warm the hearts 
of publishers to the doctors’ cause. 

The weakness of the AMA’s po- 
sition is that they are offering no 
positive program or reform meas- 
ures of medical practice in America 
and are carrying on what amounts 
to a negative fight against all meas- 
ures to modernize American health 
The AMA has said that 


now 


service. 
Americans 
have health 
coverage of some kind out of a total 
population of 150 million — a jump 
of 8 million 
these matters began early last year. 
The doctors claim that this volun- 
tary insurance coverage meets the 
national need. But the AMA re- 
fuses to face the fact that over half 
of those covered are only insured 
against surgical and hospital bills 
and the other half have insurance 
against non-hospitalizing sickness 


over 60 million 


volunteer insurance 


since agitation on 


and general doctor bills only. There 
are 100 different 
health insurance policies offered, 
few if any of them offering complete 
health For 
those diseases such as cancer, tu- 
bereulosis — the things that really 
wreck a family’s economy — there 
are full 
available at a 
family man can afford to pay. Thus 
there are nearly 100 million Ameri- 


over types of 


insurance protection. 


few protection policies 


price the average 


cans who have no protection, and 
for these the doctors will have to 
find an answer or face inevitable 
reformation of medical 
This is the situation that prompted 
Republican Gov. Earl Warren to in- 
for 
insurance’ in 


practice. 


troduce legislation state-wide 
compulsory health 
California in 1945 and 1949, a move 
which the doctors of California 
fought vehemently. The California 
Medical Assn. spent $600,000 pro- 
moting voluntary health insurance 
policy sales. But as long as these 
policies are inadequate, people are 
going to demand more coverage. 
We believe that 
health insurance program is the an- 
swer and 


the voluntary 


is much more desirable 
than any compulsory system. But 
the doctors make a weak case of it 
when they spend their millions on 
publicity to condemn the forms of 
insurance service that would reach 
the millions of voters who are un- 
derfed, underhoused and undernour- 
ished. Another weakness of the 
AMA position is that they believe in 
Federal aid for hospital construction, 
Federal aid for medical education and 
Federal aid for medical research, but 
are against Federal aid providing 
medical care for school children, 
claiming that would be “socialistic.” 
They are also against laws for na- 
tional health insurance for the 
same reason. As Peter Edson, 
(continued third col., THIS page) 


X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


rather than administrators. The conservative is usually a good adminis- 
trator but often has no ideas. It is, therefore, wholesome and encouraging 
in the long view of democracy for leadership to swing back to the awakened 
conservatives after the attainment of economic and social reform. The same 
swing will someday take place in England; already the British Tories have 
admitted that the reforms instituted by the London Laborites HAD TO 
COME and the conservatives have pledged themselves to maintain the bulk 
of these reform measures, including the much maligned public health pro- 
gram. 

The elections down under also prove how false is the propaganda in 
this country that “the socialism of Britain is the path to communism.” Such 
falsehoods are being used in an effort to frighten the American people 
away from any social change that challenges the power of top wealth in 
America. 

The people of Britain, Scandinavia and other countries who have 
accepted mild forms of socialism have done so to protect their people from 
the danger of communism. The impoverishment of war had so blighted 
the economies of these nations that, if strict controls had not been insti- 
tuted and the wealth remaining brought to the service of the people, the 
danger of communism would have been greatly intensified. 

We do not believe that any form of socialism is needed or justified 
in this country where we still have such an abundance as can sustain our 
But using falsehoods and half truths about 
the Socialist democracies, to deceive the American people and keep them 


remarkably free economy. 


from understanding the true nature of the economic struggle and evolution 
of our day, is not only betraying the Christian responsibility of wealth but 
such voices are the real traitors of democratic capitalism and are more 
Someday 
millions of Americans may become hungry, desperate; — are they to be- 


dangerous to our free economy than the Communists themselves. 


lieve that when old time capitalism has failed the only other path open is 
communism? 


HEN CONGRESS RE-CONVENES, Pres. Truman is going to 

start in right where he left off on the matter of pushing for prompt 
conclusive action on his program of social advances. Despite the wails 
from both Republicans and southern Democrats that the “Welfare State” 
and “Statism” is heading our economy for the junk yard, — the perky 
little man in the White House is going to “throw the book” at Congress 
as soon as they sit down again — and this time it’s going to be a whole 
Monkey-Ward eatalog! He isn’t just going to say the country should 
have comprehensive civil rights legislation; better controls over large 
business monopolies, profits and prices; adequate pensions; over-all pre- 
paid health service and protections, ete., — he is going to say “if you boys 
don’t hurry up and produce, papa is going out in the back roads and tell 
all little folks that elected you what you’re up to!” Such remarks ean 
stir up plenty of ulcers and ziggity cardiac reactions on Capitol Hill. 
The President realizes the coming congressional elections may be more 
important than the next presidential election, for if this Congress blocks 
his program he’ll have to get a Congress that will cooperate or he'll have 
no program to talk about in 752. 

THE BIGGEST FIGHT will center over civil rights and the 
Federal Health Plan. In civil rights, Truman packs a wallop because 
he comes from a segregation state. Millions of Negro voters are convinced 
that Truman is fully aware of the implications of his civil rights pro- 
gram and is not just a Yankee politician makng a flock of promises to get 
votes. Witness his recent announcement that the Government would re- 
fuse to finance housing projects where occupancy or use was restricted on 
basis of race, creed or color — without doubt one of the most critical 
and vital thrusts that can be made on this issue. It will be fought and 
delayed even within the Government bureaus, but like the race issue in 
the armed services, Truman has shown he means business. 


THE AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION, in 
$3,625,000 to fight Truman’s health legislation, is ereating one of the 
biggest lobby kitties in our nation’s history. This very fact may have 
an effect just opposite to what the doctors desire, for many millions who 
can’t afford prevailing medical fees, and who will not accept medical charity, 
will think that’s an awful lot of money to spend just to keep them from 
getting a medical service they can afford. 


raising 


But they can vote for a new 
congressman — and for Truman. The American publie is not being 
permitted to know that many of the country’s leading medical authorities 
and medical scientists (See BTL, April 4, 1949), as well as numbers of 
prominent practicing physicians, are opposing the AMA blockade of 
medical reform and are supporting the Truman health measures. A 
“Physicians Forum” (150 Madison Ave., N. Y. C.,) has been organized 
to represent this group. (See page 3, col. 3, for further details on the 
AMA’s activities). 


Counter-Attack 
(continued) 

writing for the Scripps-Howard 
papers, commented, ‘Federal subsi- 
dies for the doctors seem to be 
O.K. with the AMA, but Federal aid 
for their patients is all wrong.”’ Cer- 
tainly among the thousands of dis- 
tinguished and able men in the 
American medical profession, there 
should be enough imagination and 
leadership to produce something 
positive and constructive that 
would meet the need and at the 
same time achieve what the doctors 
worthily accomplish in 
holding America back from swerv- 
ing too far into the fields of com- 
pulsory law that threaten the sys- 
tem of American freedom. 


seek to 





FREEDOM TO CRITICIZE: 
Three expatriate dogs met in Switz- 
erland and discussed their various 
reasons for not living in their na- 
tive lands. The French dog said, 
“You have to be rich in France to 
en oy life.’ The British dog said, 
“I got tired of British austerity.” 
The Russian dog said, “Oh, we 
have everything, plenty to eat, 
plenty to drink, plenty to wear — 
but I do feel like barking some- 
times too.” 


FROM BULGARIA: During 
the purge trials a prisoner was 
reading his lengthy, elaborate and 
self-condemning confession of his 
betrayal of the great peoples’ revo- 
lution. He suddenly stopped. The 
Judge, “Why have you stopped?” 
The prisoner, “I can’t read it. The 
next part is in Russian.” 
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